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...you are strangers and sojourners with me. Leviticus 25:23 ESV

Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. 1 Peter 2:12a NLT

1. Your neighborhood

The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We
saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like

Son, Generous inside and out, true from start to finish.
John 1:14 Message Paraphrase

“Pay attention to what | tell you: whoever you may be, always have God before
your eyes; whatever you do, do it according to the testimony of the holy
Scriptures; in whatever place you live, do not easily leave it.”

-St. Anthony

2. Develop community

Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you
who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right
path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. Share each
other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ. If you think you are
too important to help someone, you are only fooling yourself. You are not that
important. Galatians 6:1-3 NLT

3. Experience spiritual formation

in a community

The community continually committed themselves to learning what the
apostles taught them, gathering for fellowship, breaking bread, and praying.
Everyone felt a sense of awe because the apostles were doing many signs and
wonders among them. There was an intense sense of togetherness among...



...all who believed; they shared all their material possessions in trust. They sold any
possessions and goods that did not benefit the community and used the money to
help everyone in need. They were unified as they worshiped at the temple day after
day. In homes, they broke bread and shared meals with glad and generous hearts.
The new disciples praised God, and they enjoyed the goodwill of all the people of the
city. Day after day the Lord added to their number everyone who was experiencing
liberation. Acts 2:42-47 The Voice

The Christian life is a long obedience in the same direction. -Eugene Peterson

4. Discern your mission by

in your neighborhood

“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you
make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. You
are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one lights
a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where
it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good deeds shine out
for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. Matthew 5:13-16 NLT
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