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But there was a certain man named Ananias who, with his wife, Sapphira, sold

some property. He brought part of the money to the apostles, claiming it was the full
amount. With his wife’s consent, he kept the rest. Then Peter said, “Ananias, why
have you let Satan fill your heart? You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of the
money for yourself. The property was yours to sell or not sell, as you wished. And after
selling it, the money was also yours to give away. How could you do a thing like this?
You weren’t lying to us but to God!” As soon as Ananias heard these words, he fell to
the floor and died. Everyone who heard about it was terrified. Acts 5:1-5 NLT

Beware of the danger that can come

from...

Great fear gripped the entire church and everyone else who heard what had
happened. Acts 5:11 NLT

The apostles were performing many miraculous signs and wonders among the people.
And all the believers were meeting regularly at the Temple in the area known as
Solomon’s Colonnade. Acts 5:12 NLT

The high priest and his officials, who were Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. They
arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. But an angel of the Lord came
at night, opened the gates of the jail, and brought them out. Then he told them, “Go
to the Temple and give the people this message of life!” So at daybreak the apostles
entered the Temple, as they were told, and immediately began teaching.

Acts 5:17-21 NLT

But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than any human
authority. The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead after you killed him by
hanging him on a cross. Then God put him in the place of honor at his right hand as
Prince and Savior. He did this so the people of Israel would repent of their sins and be
forgiven. We are witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit, who is given by
God to those who obey him.”. Acts 5:29-32 NLT

There is the danger of...




“So my advice is, leave these men alone. Let them go. If they are planning and doing
these things merely on their own, it will soon be overthrown. But if it is from God, you
will not be able to overthrow them. You may even find yourselves fighting against God!”
Acts 5:38-39 NLT

But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent. The Greek-
speaking believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their
widows were being discriminated against in the daily distribution of food.

Act 6:1NLT

There is the danger in...

Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen (a man full of faith and
the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch
(an earlier convert to the Jewish faith). These seven were presented to the apostles,
who prayed for them as they laid their hands on them. So God’s message continued
to spread. The number of believers greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the
Jewish priests were converted, too. Act 6:5-7 NLT

Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed amazing miracles and signs
among the people. But one day some men from the Synagogue of Freed Slaves, as it
was called, started to debate with him. They were Jews from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia,
and the province of Asia. None of them could stand against the wisdom and the Spirit
with which Stephen spoke. Act 6:8-10 NLT

The Jewish leaders were infuriated by Stephen’s accusation, and they shook their fists
at him in rage. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into heaven and saw
the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand.
And he told them, “Look, | see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in
the place of honor at God'’s right hand!” Then they put their hands over their ears and
began shouting. They rushed at him and dragged him out of the city and began to
stone him. His accusers took off their coats and laid them at the feet of a young man
named Saul. As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” He
fell to his knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!” And with that, he
died. Act 7:54-59 NLT

One danger we never have to fear is...
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