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In Caesarea there lived a Roman army officer named Cornelius, who was

a captain of the Italian Regiment. He was a devout, God-fearing man, as

was everyone in his household. He gave generously to the poor and prayed
regularly to God. One afternoon about three o’clock, he had a vision in which
he saw an angel of God coming toward him. “Cornelius!” the angel said.
Cornelius stared at him in terror. “What is it, sir?” he asked the angel. And the
angel replied, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have been received by God
as an offering! Now send some men to Joppa, and summon a man named
Simon Peter. He is staying with Simon, a tanner who lives near the seashore.”
As soon as the angel was gone, Cornelius called two of his household servants
and a devout soldier, one of his personal attendants. He told them what had
happened and sent them off to Joppa. Acts 10:1-8 NLT

The next day as Cornelius’s messengers were nearing the town, Peter went up
on the flat roof to pray. It was about noon, and he was hungry. But while a meal
was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw the sky open, and something
like a large sheet was let down by its four corners. In the sheet were all sorts

of animals, reptiles, and birds. Then a voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and
eat them.” Acts 10:9-13 NLT

But the voice spoke again: “Do not call something unclean if God has made
it clean.” The same vision was repeated three times. Then the sheet was
suddenly pulled up to heaven. Acts 10:15,16 NLT

Meanwhile, as Peter was puzzling over the vision, the Holy Spirit said to him,
“Three men have come looking for you. Get up, go downstairs, and go with
them without hesitation. Don’t worry, for | have sent them.” Acts 10:19,20 NLT

Peter told them, “You know it is against our laws for a Jewish man to enter a
Gentile home like this or to associate with you. But God has shown me that |
should no longer think of anyone as impure or unclean. Acts 10:28 NLT

Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism. In every
nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right. This is the message
of Good News for the people of Israel—that there is peace with God through
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. Acts 10:34-36 NLT

Peter’s Experience Revealed God Was




The Lord will work out his plans for my life—for your faithful love, O Lord, endures
forever. Don’t abandon me, for you made me. Psalm 138:8 NLT

Paul was Convinced

The whole city was rocked by these accusations, and a great riot followed. Paul was
grabbed and dragged out of the Temple, and immediately the gates were closed
behind him. As they were trying to kill him, word reached the commander of the
Roman regiment that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. Acts 21:30, 31 NLT

“Please, let me talk to these people.” The commander agreed, so Paul stood on the
stairs and motioned to the people to be quiet. Soon a deep silence enveloped the
crowd, and he addressed them in their own language, Aramaic. Acts 21:39b,40 NLT

You know everything | do. You know what I’'m going to say even before | say it, Lord.

You go before me and follow me. You place your hand of blessing on my head.
Psalm 139:4,5 NLT

Application: | am called to do

as | God
who is one step ahead of me.
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