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On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in high spirits from wine, he
commanded the seven eunuchs who served him—Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona,
Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Karkas to bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing
her royal crown, in order to display her beauty to the people and nobles, for she
was lovely to look at. But when the attendants delivered the king’s command,
Queen Vashti refused to come. Then the king became furious and burned with
anger. Esther 1:10-12 NIV

Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people dispersed among
the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom who keep themselves
separate. Their customs are different from those of all other people, and they
do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s best interest to tolerate them.
If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and | will give ten
thousand talents of silver to the king’s administrators for the royal treasury.”
Esther 3:8-9 NIV

Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with the order to
destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews—young and old, women and children—
on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, and
to plunder their goods. Esther 3:13 NIV

When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this answer: “Do
not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will
escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews
will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And
who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as
this?” Esther 4:12-14 NIV

“Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat
or drink for three days, night or day. | and my attendants will fast as you do.
When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if |
perish, | perish.” Esther 4:16 NIV

Earthly power is

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world

you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”
John 16:33 NIV



God uses the

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses,
in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am
strong. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 NIV
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