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That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because 
they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there 
among them! “Peace be with you,” he said.  As he spoke, he showed them the 
wounds in his hands and his side. They were filled with joy when they saw the 
Lord!  Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am 
sending you.” Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
John 20:19-22 NLT

The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and 
your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. I will make you into 
a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing 
to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with 
contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.” 
Genesis 12:1-3 NLT

“This is what the LORD says: Because you have obeyed me and have not 
withheld even your son, your only son, I swear by my own name that I will 
certainly bless you. I will multiply your descendants beyond number, like the 
stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. And through your descendants 
all the nations of the earth will be blessed—all because you have obeyed me.” 
Genesis 22:16,17a,18 NLT

This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says to all the 
captives he has exiled to Babylon from Jerusalem: “Build homes, and plan to 
stay. Plant gardens, and eat the food they produce. Marry and have children. 
Then find spouses for them so that you may have many grandchildren. 
Multiply! Do not dwindle away!  And work for the peace and prosperity of 
the city where I sent you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, for its welfare will 
determine your welfare.” Jeremiah 29:4-7 NLT
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