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CHAPTER ONE
Mike Howerton - Lead Pastor

That night Paul had a vision: A man from Macedonia in northern Greece was
standing there, pleading with him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” So
we decided to leave for Macedonia at once, having concluded that God was
calling us to preach the Good News there. We boarded a boat at Troas and
sailed straight across to the island of Samothrace, and the next day we landed
at Neapolis. From there we reached Philippi, a major city of that district of

Macedonia and a Roman colony. And we stayed there several days.
Acts 16:9-12 NLT

Follow

On the Sabbath we went a little way outside the city to a riverbank, where we
thought people would be meeting for prayer, and we sat down to speak with
some women who had gathered there. One of them was Lydia from Thyatira, a
merchant of expensive purple cloth, who worshiped God. As she listened to us,
the Lord opened her heart, and she accepted what Paul was saying. She and
her household were baptized, and she asked us to be her guests. “If you agree
that | am a true believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my home.”
And she urged us until we agreed. Acts 16:13-15 NLT

Celebrate

This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus. | am writing to all of
God'’s holy people in Philippi who belong to Christ Jesus, including the church
leaders and deacons. Philippians 1:1 NLT

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.
Philippians 1:2 NLT

The Heavy Lifting is

Every time | think of you, | give thanks to my God. Whenever | pray, | make my
requests for all of you with joy, for you have been my partners in spreading the
Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now. And | am
certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until
it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:3-6 NLT



So it is right that | should feel as | do about all of you, for you have a special place in
my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, both in my imprisonment and

in defending and confirming the truth of the Good News. God knows how much I love
you and long for you with the tender compassion of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:7-8 NLT

Our Work is to grow in , knowledge

and

| pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep on growing
in knowledge and understanding. For | want you to understand what really matters,
so that you may live pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. May you
always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in

your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God.
Philippians 1:9-11 NLT

Our Life is with

For [ fully expect and hope that | will never be ashamed, but that | will continue to
be bold for Christ, as | have been in the past. And I trust that my life will bring honor
to Christ, whether | live or die. For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is
even better. But if I live, | can do more fruitful work for Christ. So I really don’t know
which is better. I’'m torn between two desires: | long to go and be with Christ, which
would be far better for me. But for your sakes, it is better that | continue to live.
Philippians 1:20-24 NLT

We are to continue in
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